Flower Ladies Deck the Halls

We are used to seeing the lovely results of all the hard work of those talented ladies who take care of the
flowers in our church. Here are some glimpses from behind the scenes on December 23", Thank you all!

Diary Dates for January and February 2012

Monday January 16™: 2pm

Communion Service at Inchmarlo HousewA 1 K wS @QR 5 NJ fane/Sel®y Bailsy S NNR O2y S 9

Monday January 16": 8pm — Parish Fellowship ¢ Church Hall
Michael Johnson on Dealing with Difficult People: Lessons from Jehoshaphat, King of Judah

Friday January 20": 3pm
Communion Service at Dalvenie GardenswA 1 K wS @QR 5 NJ dahe/Selty Bailey S NNA O2y S

Thursday February 2™ 2pm
House Service at Inchmarlo g A § K wS QR

[A&F 9dzyazy
Friday February 17 3pm
Communion Service at Dalvenie Gardens 6 A (i K w S @ Q R Jgna SelwynBaiigyd 2 y

Monday February 20™: 2pm
Communion Service at Inchmarlo g A (i K LissSBA3¢& Jane Selwyn Bailey

Monday February 20": 8pm — Parish Fellowship — Church Hall
Andrew Nicol on CLAN Scotland (part of New Wine): Local Churches Changing Nations
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This year for our Christmas

Eve afternoon service, the
Sunday School and friends
presented the Pageant of

the Shearmen and Tailors

of Coventry (A story of

/| KNRAadGQa bl GA(
Gibbons adapted this

Coventry Mystery Play which
allowed everyone to truly

enter the Christmas story in
heart and imagination. The

cast of all ages (and sizes)

each brought a full measure of
talent, enthusiasm, and their own unique life experience to their parts. The result was a delightful combination of
participation and attention, story and worship, laughter, and an opportunity to sit as Mary did so long ago, and ponder
all these things

And that was just the beginning of the Christmas celebrations! Later on Christmas Eve the Midnight (in Bethlehem)
Mass with choir was beautifully offered, with music and prayer and communion for all. Early Christmas morning a
simple Family Communion hosted a wide variety of families, visiting and otherwise; and then a service of Christmas
Lessons and Carols, in which the choir thrilled our hearts with the tales and music of long tradition, completed

the festivities. Over 300 people were joyfully served in these four very different and yet authentic opportunities to
thank Godforthedf 2 NA 2dza 3IA TG 2F D2RQa {2y o

Many thanks to all those who worked with such joyful commitment to give us such a memorable Christmas this year.



New Year — New Ways to Engage with Our Faith in Good Fellowship

St T e Honsa Grdus

Tuesdays at 2.30pm — location varies each week. New Year launch with Dora Holmes on 10 January.
Will be lookingatW! O &
Discussion is led in turns, using questions on the reading. It is said that the best way for adults to continue to mature in
our faith life is to talk with other adults about things that matter. This group is a great vehicle for that level of
thoughtful, trusting engagement with life topics with substance and meaning. For more details, contact Prue Wilson
(01330 820070).

Re-Imagine Church

Tuesdays 17th, 31st January; 14th and 28th February; 13th and 27th March - 7.30 pm at St Devenick’s Hall (Bieldside)

A series of conversations on the future of church, community, and our way of life as people of faith. Led by Gerry

Bowyer from the Diocese, whose work with Emerging Church, Café Church, and Street Pastors has been an inspiration
onwaystoj2 Ay 2dzNJ AYI IAYylF{dA2ya 6A0K D2RQa gte& 2F ¢g2N]Ay3
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Particles, Patterns and Purpose

Wednesdays January 18, 25 & February 1st 7.30pm Centenary Hall, Banchory West Church.

Paul Wraight, Physics PhD at Cambridge and retired lecturer in physics and engineering at Aberdeen University, will

discuss the intersection of faith and science. Paul suggests taking a look at Stephen Haw] A Y 3 Q& ¢ 882 DRI Y R
to prepare. (Talks completely accessible for those with a non-science background too!) For more details contact the

West Church office (01330 822006) or lan Davy (01330 824498).

Other Events and Resources
Be sure and take advantage of the events and resources listed on our Diocesan Website: www.aberdeen.anglican.org.

Many Thanks

Hear the Good News: New equipment was installed to upgrade our church audio system in November. We
had the confidence to undertake this improvement because of 2 Y S F Ige¥feholis @dRation, and were able
to contract for the full range of necessary components (new speakers installed at locations which would
decrease potential for feedback, new microphones to allow for our multiple-leader worship style) thanks to
over £700 in donations - prior to Gift Aid uplift ¢ from the Thanksgiving Dinner. Sincere thanks to all who
have helped make our words of praise and prayer audible!

Let the Bell Ring: Thanks to the Andrew family for arranging to have their slater replace the downed bell
rope, to slater David Hepburn for donating his time, and to Neil Booth and the rest of the Fabric team for
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we are seeking expert advice to assure it is safely set for its next 160 years of joyful peeling.

+H++++

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memoriz e one of the most quoted
passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Rick
was excited about the task - but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he
could barely get past the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in
front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the
microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all | need to know."
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Snapshots f rHistory St Ter nan

The Banchory Academy

With thanks to longtime member Robin Lattimoréor sharing his recollections
This month we have a picturef life in the Academy 50 years back.

To imagine Banchory Academy in the 1960s, the school was mainly made up of the original pink granite stone
of its former role as a Secondary School. The main hall was held for morning assemblies, with the younger
pupils to the front and the older children and prefects to the back of the hall. The rector conducted morning
Ay PTRYR'S twg ByRps ese sung, angschopIRpgioupcgiepts wese maslg. pllithe gegeharsiwage alse expegted 1
to attend these meetings, and they stood beside the piano on the west side of the corridor. All teachers wore
suits, and most wore gowns. It is not quite clear to what model the school was trying to emulate, whether it
was a grammar or some sort of public school. It certainly wanted to throw of its image as a Secondary
Modern!

5 S &0k éhyeéing the school at around twelve years of age each child was allocated to a particular House, whether
Scolty, Monearn, Kerloch or Morven. If one had an elder sibling, you followed them into that division. You
remained in that House for the remainder of your school days, and points were given to each House for
academic achievement, games prowess etc, and at the end of the year one group were declared winners for
the year.

Children were immediately streamed on entering the Academy on the outcome of their 11+ results. This was a

type of IQ Test on Primary 7 youngsters which determined their whole future schooling. Winners of this test

were placed in A Stream, and received classes in Latin and French, next were C Stream who were taught

French, next B Stream who received wood and metal work, then E Stream for boys who had difficulty with

their reading and writing and D Stream for girls with similar problems. | was in B Stream, but excused wood

and metal work because of my eyesight. | therefore spent around two years doing practically nothing, but
joiningmyF St f2¢ LizLJAta G o0SAYy3a FLEANI @ RAANHZIGAODGSD ¢
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such a young age.

Classroom floors were elevated, to enable the teacher to see what was happening on the back seats. Pupils
often pleased themselves, and it was common for the whole of B class to be belted whether you had been

i KS
loyalties were with my peer group, and they were with me.

One common class most of us liked was growing vegetables, with two boys on each plot. These plots were
east of the school towards Raemoir Road. At the end of the growing session most of us thought we would get
some of the produce home with us, but much to our annoyance it was all taken to the school canteen.
Needless to say the following year there was little enthusiasm for growing food for the school.

At age 15 years both boys and teachers were glad to see us leaving school. A large percentage of boys joined

the Army, some become apprentices to various trades, and | went on an assessment course for the blind in

Fife. Many of the lads did very well for themselves, rising through the ranks in the Army, and others becoming

very successful builders and business men locally. As for me, | managed to graduate from Aberdeen University
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Christmas Eve Sermon: What is it about giving?
Preached atthe 9.3nWa A RY A 3K Ay beS (KK S KWSSYAN R SNAIBAIO SO dzy a 2 v
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kingdom; reporters prophesized the downfall of several well-know retailers if we shoppers did not get out
there and do our part to increase Christmas sales: Apparently the health of our financial future is dependent

on Christmas.
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much joy.
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has known. Jesus taught and healed and fed and transformed and saved. He was the once and perfect son of
God. We give that way, too, in our own individual incarnations, our own particular lives. We give what we
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By Friday things had shifted and the news was full of festive retail frenzy: Frantic Fridayhey called it. And the to us first. And therefore giving is the only possible response.
TV cameras panned the shop queues as we all FINALLY showed up to keep the retailers alive one more season, i i . L R L i i i
at the rate of something like one million pounds per second in the UK alone: An astonishing outpouring of {2 G2yA3dKUXZ tS50Qa NBYSYOSN) UKS JIAFU 2F UKFO OO
cash ¢ or perhaps credit, as the reporters now prophesized doom for individual consumers, as we (quote) 0221 2N I aOFNF 2NI /5 Fua /KNARauY.lFaxXedWdzaiu AYI
WALIANI £ Ayd2 dzy T2 NdnasSyasyippdrebtly id Blaine for fedrsorfie Kidarkisl @iturés i
an economy no longer servant of the people, but taskmaster.
Hello? L4 (G KAA&a NBFffe /KNRaAGYl &K 2 KIFad KFLIWISYSR (2 GKS oloek 2 KSYy RAR GKS Nazy 2F WD2R GAGK dzax
OYYIl ydzSt Q 1 dzNi/A Oudyf UF2NJ (sk2S31S3 LA TNIGKS @SEFNJ g KAOK g2dzE R YI 1S 2NJoNBF] GKS LN S a4S002NDa
financial well-6 S A y 3 K 2 KSYy RAR WD2R NBaid &S YSNNER 3ISydtSYSys ¢S y20KAy3 @2dz RA ' Q UdzNy Ay a2
AAYIdbmayR 5AaYlI e AYRSSRX ¢S IINB Fff Fdzft 2F AG (GKAA &St N Jovy
Butfornowfortonid KG X /Iy ¢S LJ SIaS 2dzad NBYSYOSNI 6GKS o6loekK L , 2T (K|
baby as our annual reminder that Christmas is not about the shoppingit is about the Gift. God so loved the Sundays and Holy Days a t St Ternan S
g2NI R (GKFG KS 3l @ %odKoloded theyivbridl thal & gaReiihé rBoyt vafuably pért of January and February
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8 January ¢ Epiphany Celebrated ¢ 11am Service is Holy Eucharist
Giving is the pivotal action of our faith story. God giving: God creating the world; God offering himself to the Sunday School: Godly Play
world; God with us. What is it about giving? Youth Group: St Tease
One small story: our bell rope broke a few months back. One good man noticed, bought the church a new 15 January ¢ 2" sun of Epiphany ¢ 11am Service is both Matins and All Age Service
NRPLIS YR YFRS |y STF2NI (G2 Ayaalrftft AG> odzi GKS GFffSal 0Stfo
woman noticed, and she and her husband brought in their slater to have a look. The slater had an even taller, 22 January ¢ 3™ Sun of Epiphany ¢ 11am Service is Extended Communion
scarier ladder, and so indeed he got up to the bell. It was brilliant and terrifying to watch the slater scramble Sunday School: Hospitality (Bird Feeders)
up and down that bouncing, frail extension of steps like someone who knows his job, loves his job.
L ] o ] L A R 29 January ¢ Presentation of the Lord Celebrated ¢ 11am is the 5t Sunday Family Service
CKSNBE Aada Y2UKAY3I OSUUSNI UKIY gl UOKAY3d az2yYysSz2ySsS 6Kz Aa | Qa | a
who is about to save your life, or a waitress who is the 5 February ¢ Septuagesima (3" Sunday before Lent) ¢ 11am is Holy Eucharist
embodiment of hospitality, or a helpful lad at the skip, or the Sunday School: Godly Play
leader of a nation. Someone who is the person they were born to ] _ Youth Group: St Tease
be is a living, breathing hero. You just have to respond to that Chrlstmas _'S_ not about the.
with all the joy in your own heart. shopping, itis about the Gift. 5 February ¢ EVENSONG at 6.30pm
The slater was like that, in the 20 minutes he spent here last 12 February ¢ Sexagesima (2" Sunday before Lent) ¢ 11am is Holy Eucharist
week. Nothing world changing, just the best ladder-climbing, fix- Sunday School: St Valentine
the-broken-thing-high-dzLJ LISNA2Y LQR S@OSNJ 4SSy o LG ¢la | AAFaO Iy 3 O0A
for his service, he told the good woman that he found so many nice people here, he would like to donate his 19 February ¢ Quinquagesima (Sunday before Lent) 11am is Matins and All Age Service
time. More gift. More giving. Every step a response to the giving that had gone before.
22 February ¢ ASH WEDNESDAY ¢ Service of Imposition of Ashes at 7.30pm

Nowmypoint:L KA Yy | 0§ Ketailif@rizyis ge&ly abouti@v&r{Christmas. We are not born longing to
save the High Street brands, or to burn a hole in our credit cards. But we are born to give. We are created in 26 February ¢ First Sunday of Lent ¢ 11am is Holy Eucharist
the image of the great Giver, and giving is what we are formed to do. This time of year especially we like to Sunday School: Shrove Tuesday ¢ AGAIN!
give by handing someone a present we really want them to have; it feels great. We love presents. Most of

the time we give by simply being ourselves: | saw it here all week as the choir rehearsed, and the flower ladies




Reflections on Prayer from Andy Bond
Excerpts from a talk presented part ofthe Advent Prayer Series 8 December

Bishop Bob on Prayer
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not only the best way to be in relationship with God, it is, for a congregation, the best way to grow.
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things without always running to others for help! It challenges our autonomy, and is alien to our proud human
nature.

{2 6K& INB 6S RNIgyYy (2 LINI &K 2 SQNdcindtef us, or KeSabsBwed S O'|
realise, by intuition or experience that intimate communion with God comes only through prayer. Through
LIN} @8SNJ 6S SELISNASYOS D2RQa LISIOSsE YR I A4 LR2gSNO

Prayer is not as easy as it first appears, but is the fruit of committed practice. When Paul encouraged Timothy

02 GiON)}AY KAYaSt Torekkfvord guRhakeywich id apparknBy thazsarBelRootlas our

word for gymnasium. So, just as the gym requires perseverance, energy and practice, so does prayer. It is a

skt f ¢S ySSR (2 3INRg Ay A0Qa y2i a2YSGKAy3a 6SQNB o
are essential ingredients for growth in prayer and we grow, by practising different approaches to prayer, a bit

like exercising the different muscle groups, to develop a balanced prayer life.

Without putting too much effort in, we can cover quite a few ways of praying each week.
e For example, we have the liturgy of Sunday worship, whichever service we come to. Liturgy is the fruit of

meditation and the reflection of believers throughout the centuries, and can bring great comfort and help,
SalISOALfte ¢6KSY ¢g2NRa R2y QG O2YS Slraiate G2 dzao

e Intercessions in Church can guide our thoughts and stimulate us to pray for people and places outwith our
normal circles

e ! NNBg LN} 8SNE N5 LINRPoOloOf @
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e The prayers that are given following our daily Bible readings are also helpful

al AR GKS Y2ai

e If we are fortunate enough to be part of a prayer group, that is another dynamic altogether
e Those prayers at the start and end of the day, which are usually infused with sleep
e L faz t20S G2 LN} ek GIFf gl BAKAKR DPRe sXBYShLomys I if 1 AlyA

own!!

All these are different in nature, length, and content, but they are really only the warm-up exercises for the
most effective prayer of all; the personal, quiet time and space where we actually spend conscious time with
God, and probably use the fewest words!

dza S
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To that end, he offered to come to Deeside for three evenings this past November to teach on the

topic of Prayer. Although this was offered to anyone who would care to attend, the invitation was

_partjcularly focused2 Y/ KNA &l / KdzNDKZ {d ¢SNYylyQas FyR 2
SI’?&IH efﬁcgu%Jge‘ﬂhgscsm tﬁeqﬁﬂw@t@(@“éadn?g Ardydedh Bublic worship (e.g. intercessions). The

turnout for this kind of specialist topic was encouraging, with more than 20 each evening, and about

40 individuals total able to attend at least one session, representing six Episcopal congregations.

Session One focused on the Scottish Prayer Book (1929), reminding everyone of the variety of wealth
of prayer resources therein. He also encouraged the timid by a simple exercise of writing prayers
ourselves, which were then read aloud by others in the group. Each prayer offered showed an

2 N‘yelo&lg‘né’e gnﬂ)persp%ctle\ﬁﬁﬁH*Naslth@l:ga@ \}V‘QV to dérﬁolns%’rate%gt%r& Qa?ez maleXrbrta plicd R

of honest dialog can move the heart.

Session Two and Three continued to encourage; in addition to more exercises with written prayers,
and extemporaneous spoken prayer, we also explored prayer with guided visualisation and musical
accompaniment. All of this was even more delightful thanks to the hospitality of Andie and Nicky
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THE INVITATION OF SILENCE IN THE INTERCESSIONS
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Bishop Bob is a great believer in offering times of silence in-between each bidding
so that the entire congregation is invited to participate.

Example: after some general statement of prayers for the world, a is time left

K g%eﬁg‘gr)gﬂe Eo&gpegatlon to respond with the prayers on their own hearts, either
silently or aloud; then after prayers for those who are ill or in distress, a time is left
open for the congregation to respond; and so our intercessions continue, in this pattern.

g {4 ¢SNYI ywdations & thiKrhetlidsl ondzécaSidn, but you will notice that the
intercessors will be exploring different models of responsory prayer in the months ahead. Please
enjoy the silence and, if you are so moved, accept the invitation to respond with your own spoken

LF GKAA A& YI1Ay3a YS &a2dzyR fA1S &a2YS a2Nl 2F adzZJSNRGIAEBEKSY AdG O02YSa (2 LINF@SNIfSiQa 3aASd 2yS i KAY
LQY y20% FYR LQY Ay ¢S 2F Ylye 2F Y& FTNASYRA 6K2 |NB FFENI Y2NB Sft2ldsSyds *R¥E A3ASyd FyR F0O02YLX AakKSs
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T @P2dzNRAGSa Aa al 26 b2d G2 tNIeé&é¢ o0& WSTF [dzOFasz ¢6K2 aleéa GKAax SAY A PRAYER

The truth iswe all struggle and that knowledge alone can be liberating. There are no living inhabitants of
LI I ySG SINIK ¢K2 R2 cah@the BDldaNaka if clebrdhatknthaleSer dufgiedta K €
aspirations, the spirit is willing but the fle is weak. (Mark 14:38)

Struggles in prayer are not symptoms of some creeping spiritual disease in your life, or authentic evidence that
confirms your fear that you really are a third class disciple; rather, the difficulty we all face is simply evidence
of two facts:

e We are alive (hence the flesh is operating)
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Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house.
Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. Wh  en Little
Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away. "Johnny! Please wait until
we say our prayer.” said his mother. "l don't need to," the boy replied. "Of course
you do," his mother insisted. "We always say a prayer before eating at our hou se."
"That's at our house." Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house and she knows

, , how to cook.
AGNHZAIE Ay IO ow o coo



